Women’s Spiritual Quests: Central France

Quest for the Black Madonna 
October 9-21, 2007

Day-by-Day Itinerary

Oct 9 

Fly Day

Oct 10
Arrivals at De Gaulle Airport and transfer to hotel in Auxerre 


with time to settle in.  Dinner together followed by introductions and orientation.  Begin the Black Madonna pilgrimage by creating an altar of intention. 

Oct 11 
At Vezelay we pause at the church of Mary Magdalene to listen to 

the songs of praise of the Jerusalem Community and to hear the story of this renowned place as told by a member of the community.

The Basilica holds a 21st century presence of prayer and service. 

Oct 12
Heading southwest we join the community of Taize to chant and 


break bread, to share and to reflect on the dark face of the Mother.  Taize, a modern pilgrimage site, is an ecumenical community dedicated to peace, a retreat which attracts youthful pilgrims from all over Europe, as well as seekers such as ourselves.
Oct 13
We find ourselves in Le Puy en Velay where a petite Black Madonna is enshrined amidst the glow of hanging lamps in the back of the sanctuary.  Le Puy, said to be the most beautiful of medieval towns, has been a place of pilgrimage since medieval times.  Today we will witness modern day pilgrims with sturdy shoes, walking sticks, and backpacks, on their sacred journey. 
Oct 14
Leaving for Rocamadour, we will explore Aurillac, known for its image of the Dark Mother.  Accustomed as we are to airplanes and super highways, this day invites us to slow down on back roads and renew our intentions for the pilgrimage. 

Oct 15
Rocamadour etched into the high cliff, towering above a small river has long been a site of healing.  As we explore her sheltering shrine we will find her like the ancient Earth Mother, black and beautiful. 

Oct 16
En route to Clermont Ferrand, we will visit the precious caves of Lascaux where 17,000 years ago the early human family painted bison, deer, and horse, immense upon its cavernous walls.  

Oct 17
Time to enjoy the city of Clermont Ferrand, discovering its medieval roots the Cathedral and possibly the church of Notre Dame Du Port.  

Oct 18
We then travel on to Chartres.  Expect beautiful vistas, songs, and rich conversation as we make our way.  Enjoy famed fresh French bread and cheese along the way.  En route, our charter bus takes us through Marsat to Our Lady’s Church.
Oct 19
Our last stop on our pilgrimage is the greatest Cathedral of them all, Notre Dame of Chartres.  Begin by walking the labyrinth, the ancient and complex symbol for 
the Divine Mother, the God within, the Goddess, the Holy in all of creation.  Here, we will also explore the rich beauty of the sacred site, its sacred geometry and stained glass.  

Oct 20
Time to reflect, to celebrate, to pack and prepare for the closing of the pilgrimage and our return home.  

Oct 21
Return home. 
*Itinerary subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control.  

Quest for the Black Madonna includes:

All transportation in France

All overnight accommodations

Personal travel notebook

Two meals per day

Local guides where possible

Transfers from the airport on May 9
Some free time for personal exploration

Museum tickets
In order to insure that pilgrims arrive relatively close to one another, we ask you make your flight arrangements to arrive at Charles de Gaulle before 12 noon on October 10.  PLEASE DO NOT BUY YOUR TICKET UNTIL YOU ARE ADVISED BY GATE THAT THE PILGRIMAGE IS CONFIRMED.  The confirmation requires at least 18 participants. 
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